
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Wake Up And Live's Actors' Studio 
 
  
Your Project Title: "Wake Up And Live With the Arts" 

Your Project Summary: Wake Up And Live with Arts," a YouTube show, is produced as a community service 

which features, promotes, and showcases performing artists, the arts, and business and community 

organizations which support the arts. YouTube appearances, performances, and events’ announcements 

are broadcast to a large audience, which brings featured guests to the attention of potential audiences, and 

those who make casting & hiring decisions, locally, regionally & nationally. 

Final Score: No. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided insufficient evidence throughout the 

application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $0 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Sean Benolken 

(New York, NY) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Laurel Fisher 

(Nashville, TN) 

Elisheba Johnson  

(Seattle, WA) 

Brittnie Knight  

(Philadelphia, PA) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: No 

Comment: It wasn't evident what the organization was seeking funding for beyond general operating and 

sustaining it's current programming. There was in no way a clearly laid out program in which the grant would 

serve beyond just the current videos filmed and put onto the internet. Also, upon reviewing the enclosed 

materials that the videos are quite inaccessible to the general public unless linked. "Wake up and Live" is 

not rendering any search results within Youtube. There is a lack of definition in the programming, and the 

audience. Unfortunately this application doesn't meet the basic requirements for funding. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: A video series of interviews has a place in the area of public benefit, but I think WAUL missed 

too many opportunities to make that case. They cite the audience for the project as 25 people but later 

describe it as everyone in the Cleveland area. The support materials are great illustrations of their work, 

and I spent time listening and enjoying them as they went beyond interviews to also include live 

performances. The organizational capacity appears to be there, and they have a good relationship with the 

theatre community, but I can’t give them credit for the cultural vibrancy that is delivered by other groups. I 

am on the borderline for this application. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The project proposal does meet the funding criteria. The organization increases access to the 

arts by highlighting the artistic work of local and regional artists. I can also see this being a helpful tool for 

archiving arts and culture events for the region. I think the visual and audio elements of these shows needs 

improvement so I am pleased to know that if awarded funds, the organization will be using those funds to 

purchase new and updated technology. 

 

 

 

Score: No 

Comment: The breadth of the audience and overall emphasis on public benefit was very difficult to tease 

out of the application. While the Wake Up and Live in-person programming sounds grounded in community 

benefit, the YouTube series is light on the details. It is unclear to me who is viewing these videos and how 

the artists that are featured on them stand to benefit. To make this proposal more compelling, consider 

using the YouTube metrics available to you in order to emphasize how the organization promotes local 

artists through an accessible medium such as YouTube. Without those figures, the proposal is hollow and 

leaves more questions than answers. 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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Score: No 

Comment: I don't think this project meets the criteria of public benefit. I appreciate wanting to use alternative 

media to reach new audiences who don't have access to theater otherwise but its not clear how this project 

serves its community. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

